St Faith’s Church of England Infant and Nursery School
School Development Plan Priorities: A Parent/Carers Guide 2025-2026
	
Every year as a school we have key priorities that we have identified based on our self-evaluation.
These key priorities always focus on improving the teaching and learning across school. 

Our priorities for 2025-26 are:
· Our Church School Distinctiveness to enable everyone to flourish. 
· Subject leadership for our teachers to ensure we are maintaining a curriculum that is equally ambitious for all. 
· To enable all children to continue to build on the foundations for learning through further developing communication and language skills. 

Below you will find a summary of our foci for 2025-26; what these mean for your child, and how you can support your child at home. Please do not hesitate to contact us at school if you would like to know more. 
Thank you so much.
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“Our inclusive St Faith’s family strives to enable all to achieve their full potential and inspire a community of hope and friendship.
We seek excellence by ensuring a safe, respectful and flourishing learning community, where differences are celebrated, and our genuine love and high expectations make a difference to all.” “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” (Oscar Romero)
	Focus 1: To continue to live up to our foundation as a Church school, enabling pupils and adults to flourish.
To enhance the way that the curriculum strengthens opportunities for pupils to flourish spiritually.

	What this means for your child:

	· We will be introducing the new Lincolnshire Agreed Syllabus for RE, building it into RE across the school throughout the year.
· We will be sharing and embedding our shared approach to spirituality across all aspects of the curriculum.
· We will be embedding our understanding of spirituality for all members of our St Faith’s family, using our concentric heart image to symbolise this.
· We will continue to develop special areas across the school that enable children to flourish spiritually, for example, further reflection areas both indoors and out; Mrs B’s Garden Patch; and the Imagination Garden. 

	What you can do to support your child at home:

	· Take time with your child to discuss their day, finding out about what have been doing, learning and enjoyed. Try using questions such as, ‘What was the best thing about your day?’ rather than an open-ended ‘What did you do today?’
· Discuss with your child our symbol of spirituality and the concept that it starts with self, then others, then the world and beyond. Share together what this means for you!
· Discuss our focussed value of the half term and the different ways you can show this at home. Spot values in action at home. 
· Speak to your child’s class teacher if you are unsure about anything or would like any further information about any area of the curriculum or school life!





	Focus 2: For Leaders to further develop the expertise they need to ensure that the curriculum achieves its aims and is equally ambitious for all learners. 
To further develop the expertise of all leaders to monitor and build an equally ambitious curriculum for all, whilst strengthening opportunities for everyone to flourish spiritually.

	What this means for your child:

	· We are planning on holding more focus events for agreed subjects for our children to further extend their knowledge and understanding and enjoy!
· We will ensure that the curriculum is adapted and expertly developed further to maintain its quality and effectiveness for all learners, irrespective of their starting point. 
· We will continue to ensure that all children recognised as having additional needs or barriers to their learning are fully supported by a carefully adapted curriculum. We will continue to plan and deliver a range of additional experiences in all year groups, linking to our topics each term.

	What you can do to support your child at home:

	· Share special times together, making memories and talking about what you are doing, e.g. walks on the common, film and PJ nights and star spotting! The possibilities are endless!
· Speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any questions or concerns regarding their learning.
· Support your child with any additional learning activities sent home. This may include logging into and sharing Natterhub together.
· Read your child’s half termly newsletter, discuss this with your child and have a go at a homework challenge or two!
· Remember for any concerns we are all here to support you and your families so talk to us. (Mrs Palmer our SENDCO, Mrs Simpson our Nurture Lead and of course all our amazing class teachers!)
· Read our weekly newsletters to keep up to date with all the brilliant additional experiences taking place in school.





	Focus 3: To enable children to build their foundations for learning: by equipping them with the ability to read and write with understanding; communicate effectively and enable them use language with ease in different situations.
To further develop the teaching of vocabulary and language and continue to raise standards in all areas of the curriculum. 

	What this means for your child:

	· We are continuing to focus on language and vocabulary development through planned learning, story times, and a range of activities.
· We will continue to use a range of high-quality stories and texts within school. These will not just be accessed through story times and our English curriculum but extend into all areas of learning and reflect the amazing diversity and inclusive nature of our St Faiths family.
· We are continuing to develop the use of storytelling (not just reading), rhymes, drama techniques and songs into our creative curriculum, with a particular focus on oral storytelling in Year 1.
· We will continue to embed Drawing Club in Reception and Adventure Club in Year 1, building on the successes of last year, to maximise progress for all. 
· We will further implement the use of mathematical vocabulary in Year 2 through re launching mastering number and the numeracy challenge.
· We will establish a new team of Year 2 Reading Ambassadors and their role within school.
· We will introduce the Reading Blue Peter badge for Year 2 children. 


	What you can do to support your child at home:

	· Talk and talk about anything and everything! Examples include around the dinner table, let everyone share news about their day etc. The more practice your child has had holding a conversation, the better communicator they will be. 
· Read, read and read some more! Reading with your child at home is wonderful and makes a real difference to your child’s reading progress and will help to develop their confidence and love of reading. Try to build in a regular daily reading slot to hear your child read. Our lives are so busy but 5 minutes a day can make a real difference. This doesn’t always have to involve a book; you could try story telling too and even make up your own stories!
· Ensure that your child has their school reading book in school EVERY day as they will need this during the reading practise sessions. 
· As well as reading your child’s school reading book, continue to share and enjoy all books such as the one they have from our library, particularly at bedtime. As your child listens to you read aloud, they will continue to develop their own reading ability. Remember to discuss new vocabulary and try to use it within different contexts together.  Talk to your child about what they are reading and predict what may happen next, describe characters and different settings. 
· Encourage your child to write for a purpose e.g. a shopping list and allow them to apply their phonics, rather than spell every word as we would!
· Create your own story books and fact books together and share the writing. 
· Provide a comfortable place for your child to write and value the writing they produce. You may not be able to read it but ask them to read it to you!
· Start a vocabulary notebook when new words are kept and defined in a child friendly way.




If you have any further questions, please come and ask! Thank you.
2 | Page

image1.png
gt. Faith’s

Church of England
Infant and Nursery
School





