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 St Faith’s

Church of England
 Infant and Nursery School
Curriculum Policy for Music 
Introduction 
As a Church School, the distinctive Christian values of respect, compassion, trust, justice, friendship and community are promoted through the experiences we offer to all our pupils, to give pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding that they require to lead confident, healthy and independent lives. We promote the teaching and understanding of fundamental British values in order to prepare pupils for life in modern Britain. We positively teach the values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith. Teaching the fundamental British values helps the children to become informed, active and responsible citizens. 

This policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Music in our school. It reflects the consensus of opinion of all members of staff. It is based on current practice and has the full agreement of the governing body. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the Head teacher, teaching staff and support staff. It is our collective responsibility to raise awareness and that all policies are known, understood and used in an appropriate way.

Music is a practical, creative subject which can be of benefit to all children in developing imagination and the ability to listen attentively and express personal thoughts and feelings. Research shows that singing can help make links in the brain and increase children’s academic activity. It can boost self-esteem and encourage the growth of confidence in individuals. 

Vision for teaching 
The teaching of Music is lively and engaging, involving a blend of imaginative approaches that direct the children’s learning. Good support is provided for the children but they are also encouraged to work independently with confidence when required. The children will also be encouraged to initiate their own learning, using and applying skills that they have acquired. The pitch and pace of lessons ensure that the children make good progress as teaching expectations are high. A strong interdependence of speaking and listening underpins our provision. Over time, children are taught to recognise their attainment and the progress they have made through quality marking and feedback. They are given opportunities, with adults, to identify and review their targets for learning and teaching is based on accurate assessment of pupils’ prior skills, knowledge and understanding. Early intervention is put in place for children making less than good progress.

Music Intent
At St. Faith’s the children will develop a wide range of musical skills. 

They will know how to use tuned and un-tuned percussion, develop their listening skills, use their voice expressively and be competent composers. 

Implementation of Music

We aim to encourage our children to remember knowledge and build on their prior learning by ensuring we carefully consider how knowledge is sequenced. Teachers must understand what pupils must know and be able to do in each subject by the end of each academic year; they must recognise what has come before and what pupils will continue to learn in the next year. 

Our curriculum design is based on these main principles:
1) Learning is most effective when spaced rather than blocked.

2) Retrieval of previously learned content is frequent and regular, which increases both storage and retrieval strength.

Some of our content is subject specific, whilst other content is combined in a cross-curricular approach. 

Early Years

In the EYFS, the ways in which every child engages with other people and their environment – playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner.

Our EYFS curriculum for music is the building blocks in which all future learning will take place and through following the SingUp Music Scheme, we start them on a journey which will take them into Key stage 1.
Children are taught Music through the following areas of learning:

Language and communication

Physical Development 

Expressive Arts and Design 

3 and 4 Year Olds 

Language and Communication

• Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Physical Development 

• Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks to music.

Expressive Arts and Design 

• Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

• Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

• Remember and sing entire songs. 

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 

• Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 

• Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.

Reception 
Language and Communication 

• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs.

Physical Development 

• Combine different movements with ease and fluency.

Expressive Arts and Design 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

• Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 

• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

• Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

Key Stage 1

In accordance with the National Curriculum, children are taught to: 

· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

· play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 

· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

In Key Stage 1, Music is taught using the SingUp Music Scheme.  Covering a broad and diverse range of repertoire, approaches, and musical traditions, Sing Up Music supports a fully-integrated approach to musical development, connecting the interrelated strands of singing, playing, improvising, composing, listening, and appraising. With the scheme, we provide an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to musical learning. Lessons are relevant and take account of children’s different starting points. Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion.

Cross curricular outcomes in Music are specifically planned for. The local community is fully utilised, as appropriate, to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice.

The distinctive Christian values of respect, compassion, trust, justice, friendship and community are promoted through the experiences we offer to every child, in all areas of the curriculum.
Impact

· Children are confident in sharing their knowledge and skills of music through discussion and performance.
· They will have enjoyed practising a wide range of skills, demonstrating different elements of music.
· Children will be enthusiastic about the subject of music and will have made good progress in their knowledge and skills throughout their time in our school.
The distinctive Christian values of respect, compassion, trust, justice, friendship and community are promoted through the experiences we offer to every child, in all areas of the curriculum.
Nature of subject 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 
· Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 
· Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

Entitlement 
Musical activities are planned in such a way as to encourage full and active participation and enjoyment by all children irrespective of ability in both EYFS and KS1. In the EYFS children must also have access to musical instruments and other musical apparatus (for example computer programmes or listening and recording equipment) as part of their children initiated curriculum. 

Music sessions are held either as a whole class in the classroom (or hall) or sometimes in small groups (particularly with Nursery and Reception children). 

Covering a broad and diverse range of repertoire, approaches, and musical traditions, Sing Up Music supports a fully-integrated approach to musical development, connecting the interrelated strands of singing, playing, improvising, composing, listening, and appraising.
Lessons are very much based around singing and listening games and activities - often involving instruments. The children are encouraged to think about musical skills and characteristics before they use them in a creative context. Their participation may be individual, in pairs or small groups or as part of the whole class. Confidence in responding individually is encouraged from the beginning. 
Assessment

Teachers will use differentiation to meet with the needs of individual children. Music knowledge and skills may be noted on class assessment grids. Children in EYFS will have their knowledge and skills recorded through the use of Tapestry. 
In this subject, we use the following types of assessment to help us to support all pupils in their achievement:

In-school formative assessment is our day to day assessment, based on what children show us they can do in a lesson. This can be in the form of observation, discussion, feedback, questioning, note taking, photo or video evidence, use of Tapestry or marking and is used to guide the teachers planning for the next lesson. 

In-school summative assessment is usually carried out at the end of a topic or a term. This can be in the form of the above, or in the form of a quiz or an independent task or activity. It measures what particular level a child has reached in their learning and whether they are below, at or above the nationally expected level for their age. Charanga assessment grids are used to aid teacher in making assessment judgements. 

In our school, in Key Stage 1 we track progress across each year group in 3 stages: working at age related expectations, working below and working above. This information is recorded onto the school’s tracking system and discussed amongst staff to identify any less effective areas of the subject, and pupils who need additional support or intervention.
In the EYFS, we use our own tracking systems based on careful observations and teacher assessments and we record this on our Foundation subject assessment sheets each term. Observations can be recorded on Tapestry, our online learning journal.
Nationally standardised summative assessments are carried out at statutory times. Music is assessed as Language and Communication, Physical Development and Expressive Arts and Design at the end of the Foundation Stage (Reception) for the EYFS.

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Each year the subject leader monitors the provision and implementation of Music across the school. This takes place in the form of lesson observations, pupil interviews, planning and work scrutiny.
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